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Verstraete’s book, based on his doctoral dissertation in Educational Sciences, is a
deliberately provocative look at disability issues from new perspectives. The origins of this
analysis began when Verstraete, now a postdoctoral research fellow at the Flemish Fund for
Scientific Research Flanders/KU (Catholic University) Leuven, in Belgium, was asked to do
research in educational initiatives for individuals with disabilities.
In the course of this research, he came across a photograph of two people riding (or posed
on) a tandem bicycle in the early 1900s. The mystery of the photo, for Verstraete, is that a young
adult deaf-blind lady sits in the front, or lead, position of the bicycle. How does she control the
bicycle? This question led to an investigation of disability that focuses on shadows, identity,
Michel Foucault, solitude, and politics. Much of this review is in Verstraete’s words, to share the
flavor of the writing. For example, in a paragraph about shadows and Foucault, Verstraete
writes:
“We all lived and live in the shadows of and were and still are not capable to
escape from the innumerable, dynamic and complex strategies that separated man
from an undefined light source. For Foucault it was simply impossible to get rid of
power relations and one therefore had to cope with the idea that man was continually
asked to behave in this way or another way” (p. 66).
Much of the book reflects the theme of the above quote, which is how people are
influenced by and react to power. Verstraete shows there are other ways, than are currently
standardized, of looking at disability. In the concluding and summative chapter he writes:
“Up till now historians of disability have been urged to look out for those
places where persons with disabilities are silenced in order to reveal their voice….
I am convinced that if one does not want to get trapped into the lure of visibility…one
also has to invite historians of disability to look for those silent places where new
forms of life can express themselves” (p. 120).
From silence and shadows, Verstraete focuses on presenting analyses of disability in
unusual ways and this applies to activity; he notes, “persons with disabilities are just like ableBrown

85

REVIEW OF DISABILITY STUDIES: AN INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL

Volume 11,
Issue 1

bodied persons confronted with a power-knowledge nexus that wants all of us to become active
citizens, one that does not distinguish anymore between those who are and those who are not
disabled” (p. 121).
He concludes that for him disability history could be an imaginative search for,
“new ways of behaving, other forms of life and new ways of speaking” (p. 122). In other words,
disability and disability history open opportunities to look at the world in new ways, if only we
take advantage of those opportunities.
There are aspects of In the Shadow of Disability that disability studies practitioners are
likely to find frustrating, such as the notion that activity or productivity is not for everyone,
which is hardly a new idea in disability rights circles; and others that are likely to be inspiring
such as looking within shadows and silences for spaces hitherto unexplored.
The book would have benefitted from better proofreading to catch a number of typos and
an inconsistency when nineteenth and twentieth centuries are sometimes used interchangeably.
But these are minor quibbles for an interesting and stimulating book that may benefit graduate
students and researchers of disability studies, but is unlikely to find a place with undergraduates
or outside the field of disability studies.
Steven E. Brown, Ph.D. recently retired as Professor of Disability Studies and Review of
Disability Studies Media Reviews Editor at the Center on Disability Studies, University of
Hawaii. He can be contacted at sebrown@hawaii.edu.
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This review is organized to present the demographics of participants and types of disabilities represented in the existing data, measures
of disability identity development and theoretical models of disability identity development. Method: Electronic databases (EBSCO,
PsycINFO, ERIC and Sociological Abstracts) were searched for all peer reviewed empirical studies published between 1980 and 2017.Â
Disability identity has a complex and dynamic history. Viewing disability as a social construction has been a crucial political concept, a
mode of resistance to the pejorative constructs of the social majority and received forms of more. Disability identity has a complex and
dynamic history. The shift towards identity politics threatens to fragment society by dividing people into zealous tribes. If people no
longer vote according to their values, such as an attachment to liberty, but by their identities, such as their faith, then democracy ceases
to function. In this light, society doesnâ€™t appear far from Michel Houellebecqâ€™s dystopian vision of France in Submission, where
divisions between liberals and Muslims on one hand and â€œreal Frenchâ€ voters on the other, leads to the collapse of secular
democracy. Fukuyama ends his book with a brief set of recommendations on how to overcome Book Review. Todayâ€™s Paper. Book
Review|What Is Identity? https://nyti.ms/2PefiPR. The Best of 2020.Â Here are a couple of sage Ph.D.s seeing if they might intervene in
the identity wars now plaguing so many nations. Both books belong to one of todayâ€™s most important genres: the Not-About-TrumpBut-Also-Sort-Of-About-Trump, or N.A.T.B.A.S.O.A.T., book. There is a hunger to understand this moment, but from a remove.Â His
book is an exploration of why people feel a need to pin identities down â€” to essentialize â€” and how to escape the pinning.
Appiahâ€™s project is to point out our most common errors in thinking about five types of identity, all conveniently beginning with the
letter â€œcâ€: creed, country, color, class and culture. For Fukuyama, the rise of identity politics is the greatest threat to liberal
democracy.Â In the decades since writing his famous essay â€œThe End of History?,â€ Fukuyama has explored an often forgotten yet
critical dimension of liberal democracy: the desire for dignity. In an ideal world, citizens would ground their identity in their shared
humanity. But now, people are seeking recognition in narrow identity groups, based on nationality, religion, sect, race, ethnicity, and
gender. Identity politics has always existed, but leaders on the left and the right have exploited the fears created by economic and social
upheavals to build political coalitions around particular groups and thei

